OHIO LAW

[§ 2151.35.15] § 2151.3515. Definitions.
As used in sections 2151.3515 [2151.35.15] to 2151.3530 [2151.35.30] of the Revised Code:

(A) "Deserted child" means a child whose parent has voluntarily delivered the child to an emergency
medical service worker, peace officer, or hospital employee without expressing an intent to return for

the child.

(B) "Emergency medical service organization," "emergency medical technician-basic," "emergency
medical technician-intermediate," "first responder," and "paramedic" have the same meanings as in
section 4765.01 of the Revised Code.

(C) "Emergency medical service worker" means a first responder, emergency medical technician-basic,
emergency medical technician-intermediate, or paramedic.

(D) "Hospital" has the same meaning as in section 3727.01 of the Revised Code.

(E) "Hospital employee" means any of the following persons:

(1) A physician who has been granted privileges to practice at the hospital;

(2) A nurse, physician assistant, or nursing assistant employed by the hospital;

(3) An authorized person employed by the hospital who is acting under the direction of a physician
described in division (E)(1) of this section.

(F) "Law enforcement agency" means an organization or entity made up of peace officers.

(G) "Nurse" means a person who is licensed under Chapter 4723. of the Revised Code to practice as a
registered nurse or licensed practical nurse.

(H) "Nursing assistant" means a person designated by a hospital as a nurse aide or nursing assistant
whose job is to aid nurses, physicians, and physician assistants in the performance of their duties.

() "Peace officer" means a sheriff, deputy sheriff, constable, police officer of a township or joint
township police district, marshal, deputy marshal, municipal police officer, or a state highway patrol
trooper.

(J) "Physician" and "physician assistant" have the same meanings as in section 4730.01 of the Revised
Code

[§ 2151.35.16] § 2151.3516. Persons authorized to take possession of deserted child.

The following persons, while acting in an official capacity, shall take possession of a child who is
seventy-two hours old or younger if that child's parent has voluntarily delivered the child to that person
without the parent expressing an intent to return for the child.

(A) A peace officer on behalf of the law enforcement agency that employs the officer;

(B) A hospital employee on behalf of the hospital that has granted the person privilege to practice at the

hospital or that employs the person;



(C) An emergency medical service worker on behalf of the emergency medical service organization that
employs the worker or for which the worker provides services.

[§ 2151.35.17] § 2151.3517. Duties of entity or worker taking possession of deserted child.

(A) On taking possession of a child pursuant to section 2151.3516 [2151.35.16] of the Revised Code, a

law enforcement agency, hospital, or emergency medical service organization shall do all the following:
(1) Perform any act necessary to protect the child's health or safety;

(2) Notify the public children services agency of the county in which the agency, hospital, or organization
is located that the child has been taken into possession;

(3) If possible, make available to the parent who delivered the child forms developed under section
2151.3529 [2151.35.29] of the Revised Code that are designed to gather medical information concerning
the child and the child's parents;

(4) If possible, make available to the parent who delivered the child written materials developed under

section 2151.3529 [2151.35.29] of the Revised Code that describe services available to assist parents

and newborns;

(5) If the child has suffered a physical or mental wound, injury, disability, or condition of a nature that
reasonably indicates abuse or neglect of the child, attempt to identify and pursue the person who
delivered the child.

(B) An emergency medical service worker who takes possession of a child shall, in addition to any act
performed under division (A)(1) of this section, perform any medical service the worker is authorized to

perform that is necessary to protect the physical health or safety of the child.

[§ 2151.35.22] § 2151.3522. Agency granted temporary custody to treat deserted child or neglected
child.

A public children services agency or private child placing agency that receives temporary custody of a
child adjudicated a deserted child shall prepare case plans, conduct investigations, conduct periodic
administrative reviews of case plans, and provide services for the deserted child as if the child were
adjudicated a neglected child and shall follow the same procedures under this chapter in performing

those functions as if the deserted child was a neglected child.

2151.3523 Immunity of parent and of person or entity taking possession of deserted child.

(A) A parent does not commit a criminal offense under the laws of this state and shall not be subject to
criminal prosecution in this state for the act of voluntarily delivering a child under section 2151.3516 of
the Revised Code.



(B) A person who delivers or attempts to deliver a child who has suffered any physical or mental wound,
injury, disability, or condition of a nature that reasonably indicates abuse or neglect of the child is not
immune from civil or criminal liability for abuse or neglect.

(C) A person or governmental entity that takes possession of a child pursuant to section 2151.3516 of
the Revised Code or takes emergency temporary custody of and provides temporary emergency care for
a child pursuant to section 2151.3518 of the Revised Code is immune from any civil liability that might
otherwise be incurred or imposed as a result of these actions, unless the person or entity has acted in
bad faith or with malicious purpose. The immunity provided by this division does not apply if the person
or governmental entity has immunity from civil liability under section 9.86, 2744.02, or 2744.03 of the
Revised Code for the action in question.

(D) A person or governmental entity that takes possession of a child pursuant to section 2151.3516 of
the Revised Code or takes emergency temporary custody of and provides temporary emergency care for
a child pursuant to section 2151.3518 of the Revised Code is immune from any criminal liability that
might otherwise be incurred or imposed as a result of these actions, unless the person or entity has
acted in bad faith or with malicious purpose.

(E) Divisions (C) and (D) of this section do not create a new cause of action or substantive legal right
against a person or governmental entity, and do not affect any immunities from civil liability or defenses
established by another section of the Revised Code or available at common law, to which a person or
governmental entity may be entitled under circumstances not covered by this section.

[§ 2151.35.24] § 2151.3524. Parent's right to anonymity.
(A) A parent who voluntarily delivers a child under section 2151.3516 [2151.35.16] of the Revised Code

has the absolute right to remain anonymous. The anonymity of a parent who voluntarily delivers a child

does not affect any duty imposed under sections 2151.3516 [2151.35.16] or 2151.3517 [2151.35.17] of

the Revised Code. A parent who voluntarily delivers a child may leave the place at which the parent
delivers the child at any time after the delivery of the child.

(B) Notwithstanding division (A) of this section, a parent who delivers or attempts to deliver a child who
has suffered any physical or mental wound, injury, disability, or condition of a nature that reasonably
indicates abuse or neglect of the child does not have the right to remain anonymous and may be subject

to arrest pursuant to Chapter 2935. of the Revised Code.

[§ 2151.35.28] § 2151.3528. DNA testing of person seeking reunification with child.

If a child is adjudicated a deserted child and a person indicates to the court that the person is the parent
of the child and that the person seeks to be reunited with the child, the court that adjudicated the child
shall require the person, at the person's expense, to submit to a DNA test to verify that the person is a

parent of the child.



